THE  ENEMY WITHIN

reigns on a very large scale, with its concomitant standardisa-
tion of output, then the French seem to fail for lack of the
thorough organising faculty of the German or the American.
Hence in many directions the highly educated, methodical,
progressive foreigner from across the frontier had begun to
take the place of the more conservative Frenchman. This
process could be observed in the department of motor-cars,
where the French, who were undoubtedly the pioneers, had
begun to fall behind upon the world market in the time
just anterior to the war. Not only the Americans, but the
Germans, and even Italy, showed more capacity to gauge the
necessities of the coming period than France in their output
of cars.

But, in addition to this, Frenchmen, the most thrifty people
in the world, are disinclined to use their savings in the develop-
ment of their own country. In literature, in science, in art,
they display great faculties of initiative. In the matter of
investment they prefer to rely upon others. Even the under-
ground railways of their metropolis were started by a foreigner:
the French investors only coming in to buy the debentures
of companies which they might just as well have started them-
selves. They complained that the Germans were making
vast profits out of " their own " iron mines of Lorraine which
had been taken from France in an undeveloped state in 1871;
yet they failed to exploit the still richer deposits in Briey, of
which the Germans were so envious that the desire to possess
them was one of the minor causes of the war. Similar instances
of neglected opportunities could be pointed out in many
districts.

This indifference of the thrifty French investors to the
possibility of enriching their own country by the use at home
of the money capital obtained from their own savings, and the
profits derived from visitors, astonished lookers-on. Clemenceau
denounced the folly of financial wars of conquest in semi-
civilised countries when France needed her own resources for
the improvement ^of her own soil and what underlay it, as well
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